A Responsive Reading
of the
Passion Narrative
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Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is
called the Passover, was near. The chief priests
and the scribes were looking for a way to put
Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the
people. Then Satan entered into Judas called
Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went
away and conferred with the chief priests and
officers of the temple police about how he
might betray him to them. They were greatly
pleased and agreed to give him money. So heg
consented and began to look for an opportuai
to betray him to them when no crowd was e
present.




Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover laml
to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent

Passover meal for us t haWWhemwéeoyoua
want us to make preparationsforit® A LI st en, 0 he s
you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;

foll ow him into the house he en
teacher asks you, nWhere I1Is the
with my disciples?006 He will sh
furni shed. Make preparations fo

everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passovenineal
the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with hir
said to them, nl have eagerly d

suffer; for | tell you, | will not eat it untll |t IS fulfllled In the kingdom of




Thenhe took a cup, and after gi Vv
It among yourselvedor | tell you that from now on | will not drink of
the fruit of the vine Thenhetdbokda h
loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave |
them, saying, nThis 1 s my body
r e me mb r a n And hedlitl thersameavith the cup after supper,
sayl ng, NThis cup that 1 s pour
blood ©




But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his
hand is on the table. For the Son of Man Is going as it
has been determined, but woe to that one by whom
EA EO AAOOAUAAAOG 4EAT OE,
which one of them it could be who would do this. A
dispute also arose among them as to which one of
them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said
Ol OEAI O4EA EET CO 1T £ O
and those In authorlty over them are called
benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest
among you must become like the youngest, and the
leader like one who serves.



For who Is greater, the one who is at the table or the one
serves? Is it not the one at the table? But | am among yol
one wWho serves. NYou are t
trials; and | confer on you, just as my Father has conferre
me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelv:
tribes of Israel.



nNSIi mon, Simon, |1 sten! Saf
like wheat, but | have prayed for you that your own faith n
not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strent
your Dbr ot her s. oLoAIN dm raady tsga |
with you to prisonandtodeathb Jesus sai d
Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denie
t hree ti mes that you know
you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?oNohbtathingpa Heé, sai d
nNBut now, the one who has
bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak al
buy one. For | tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in m
OAnd he was counted among
written about me 1 s Lbre lookg
herearetwoswordo He replied, Al




He came out and went, as was his custo
to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed him. When he reached the placds

he sai d to t hem, n
come 1 nto the ti me
withdrew from t he ma )
knelt down, and pr

willing, remove this cup from me; yet, nof
my will but yours |
from heaven appeared to him and gave
him strength. In his anguish he prayed
more earnestly, and his sweat became li
great drops of blood falling down on the
ground. When he got up from prayer, he
came to the disciples and found them
sleeping because of grief, and he said to
t hem, NWhy are you
pray that you may not come into the time
of trial .o f




]A While he was still speaking, suddenly a cro
= came, and the one called Judas, one of the
NN 3 mu twelve, was leading them. He approached
& ‘“ ~Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him,
\~ hJudas, Is 1t with
fét he Son of Man?0 Wh:
-~ around him saw what was coming, they asl
W | fiLord, should we strike with the sword? 0
I\ Then one of them struck the slave of the hi
 f1 priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus sa
¥ "No more of this!o .
= healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief
2\ priests, the officers of the temple police, an
the el ders who had
LA = come out with swords and clubs as if | were
Judas Betrays Jesus, Anonymous, Pandit? When | was with you day after day
School of Pisa, Florence, ®2entury.  the temple, you did not lay hands on me. B
this I s your hour,
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Thenthey seized him and led him away, bringing h” s, ¥
i nto the high priestaos |

at a distancaVhenthey had kindled a fire inthe ¥ -i
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Pex )

sat among theni.hena servangirl, seeing him in

the firelight, st ar €llis
man also was with himBut he denied it, saying,

AWoman, | do not know him. A little later ;
someone el se, on sYeualson
areoneofthemo But Pwan, tamnala i
Thenabout an hour later still another kept insistingf
ME N :Surdiy this man also was with him; for he is
GalileanoButP e t e r Man,d dodhot kndw Peter Denies Jesus Three Times
what you are talking aboutld At t hat noeromreh éf St Petdtdlidantu ¢
he was still speaking, the cock crowé&te Lord

turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered

the word of the Lord, how he had said to him,

nBefore the cock crows today, you

t i mdérsd hedwent out and wept bitterly.




Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat
him;theyAl OT Al ET AZI | AAA EEI| Prdphdsy! E
Who is it that struck yo@Pheykept heaping many other insults on hir
Whenday came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chie
priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to thei

council.

The Mocking of Christ, Peter 8
Rogers,The Methodist Collectio
of Modern Christian Art1961. 8



They W©youadethe Messiah,tellus He
Al f

| tell you, you wi |

you will not answer. But from now on the Son of M:
wi | | be seated at the r
of t h e mAreaysuktleed, the S$on of God@
sald to t hem, NYou say

nWhat further testimony do we need? We have hear
It ourselves from |



Thenthe assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus bef
Pilate. TheyAACAT O A A A ONeAound this h
man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to
the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a
king.oThenO EI AOA AOEAA EEI h O! (
(A Al OxAOAA Arhe@PlateCsaidtd\the cliddf 8 ¢
POEAOOO A A OEA AOIl xAOh O)
ACAEIT OO BuOEGA Ul AIADA EI1 OE €O
up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from

Galilee where he began even to this pla@& 6




When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a
Gali l ean. And when he | ear
jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was \
glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time,
because he had heard about him and was hoping to see |
perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, bt
Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scril
stood by, violently accusing him. Even Herod with his solc
treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put ¢
elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That sa
day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; be’
this they had been enemies.




Pilatethen called together the chief priests, the leaders, a
the peopleandOAEA O OEAI h 0971 0O
one who was perverting the people; and here | have
examined him in your presence and have not found this n
guilty of any of your charges against hiieitherhas Herod,
for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing t
deserve deathl will therefore have him flogged and releas
EEITBeaOEAU Al 1 OET OAanwAaywith tiwsO
fellow! Release Barabbas for usl(Thiswas a man who hac
been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place
the city, and for murder.pilate, wanting to release Jesus,
addressed them agaimutOE AU E A B OCruoify,I O

~ N ~ ~ L d

AOOAEAU EEI Ao



Pilate Washing his Handklattia
Preti 1663.

Athird time he said to them,
O7TEUh xEAO AOE
have found in him no ground
for the sentence of death; | will
therefore have him flogged ant
OEAT OAIlButleyA E
kept urgently demanding with
loud shouts that he should be
crucified; and their voices
prevailed.SoPilate gave his
verdict that their demand
should be grantedHereleased
the man they asked for, the on
who had been put in prison for
Insurrection and murder, and h
handed Jesus over as they
wished.



As they led him away, they
seized a man, Simon of
Cyrene, who was coming (i«
from the country, and they L £\
laid the cross on him, and [ar =
made him carry it behind  §
Jesus. A great number of tHiEaS
people followed him, and
among them were women &
who were beating their  © =

breasts and wailing for hlmw‘f‘?

Jesus FallsGustaveDore, 1866.



But Jesus turned to them a
do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. For the days are surely coming when they will sa

OBl essed are the barren, a
t hhe breasts t hat never nur
t he mountail ns, oOFal l on Uus

they do this when the wood is green, what will happen wh
' s dry?o0



Two others also, who
were criminals, were
led away to be put to
death with himWhen
they came to the
place that is called
The Skull, they
crucified Jesus there
with the criminals,
one on his right and
one on his leftThen
Jesus sal
forgive them; for they

do not know what The Crucifixion, William RogersMethodist
t he y ar e doil n gallgct(bn of Modern Christian Artt920.




Crucifixion with Scenes from Calvary,
Master of San Frances@&ardi, 14" century.

And they cast lots to divide
his clothing. Andthe people
stood by, watching; but the
leaders scoffed at him,

O A U EHe €alved Gthers;
let him save himself if he Is
the Messiah of God, his
chosen onebThesoldiers
also mocked him, coming L
and offerlng him sour wine,
andO A U Blflyaulare the
King of the Jews, save
yourselfldTherewas also ar
ET OAOEDOEI 1
the King ofthe Jews 0




One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deri di ng hiAreyaumaot the Megsiam?
Save yourselffanduss But t he ot h

s a y | Dogou nofifear God, since you are under
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done notl
wr o nlTgh.eon Rlesus sreamerdber me when
you come into your kingdomo He r ep | |
tell you, today you wi



It was now about noon, and darkness came over the who

l and unti | t hree 1 n the af
and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus
crying with a | oud voice,

commend my spirit.o

Deposition from the Cross
Benedettdntelami, 1178.



